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today with a study showing that it 
is possible to treat the degenerative 
brain disorder with cells derived from 
cloned embryos - a development 
condemned by the Roman Catholic 
Church,” the paper reported.
“The research was carried out 
on laboratory mice but scientists 
believe the findings are proof that 
the techniques could be applied 
to humans suffering not just from 
Parkinson’s but a range of other 
incurable diseases,” the paper 
reported.
By Easter Monday there were already 
reports that the prime minister planned 
to soften the tough government line 
on the bill. “Under a highly unusual 
compromise, ministers and some 
Labour backbenchers could be allowed 
to oppose this part of the bill – but only 
if the government were confident the 
revolt would not kill off the proposal,” 
the Independent reported.
But other newspapers worried on. 
“As many as 12 ministers could quit 
if ordered to back a bill allowing the 
creation of part-animal, part-human 
embryos for medical research”, 
reported the Daily Mail. “The prime 
minister is determined to pass the 
legislation - which will also abolish 
the need for IVF clinics to consider a 
child’s need for a father and allow the 
creation of ‘saviour siblings’ to cure 
sick brothers and sisters”,  
the paper said.
By the time the Easter holiday was 
over, it was clear the prime minister 
had relented on initial demands for a 
party whip on all aspects of the bill. 
“For weeks the prime minister has 
refused a free vote on the measure 
despite a mutiny threatened by three 
cabinet ministers,” the Telegraph said. 
“Yesterday Mr. Brown agreed to let 
Labour MPs vote according to their 
conscience, rather than the party 
whip, on the three most controversial 
clauses of the Human Fertilisation and 
Embryology Bill,” it said. 
But the Daily Mail was not letting up. 
“Is that what you call a free vote?” 
the paper said. “Embryo compromise 
attacked by rebels and scientists 
alike”, it reported. “The partial 
climbdown, designed to head off 
possible cabinet resignations and 
mounting attacks from religious 
leaders, was condemned for not going 
far enough by Labour rebels,” it said. 
Further column inches seem likely 
before the crucial parliamentary vote 
later this month.Species worldwide are under growing 
threat from environmental loss and 
climate change, but a new report 
by the Worldwide Fund for Nature 
(WWF), has highlighted the particular 
problems in Australia, more alarming 
because the country is one of the 
world’s least populated but wealthiest.
“Almost 40 per cent of mammal 
extinctions globally in the past 200 
years have occurred in Australia,” the 
report says. “This incredible continent 
is losing species at an unprecedented 
rate and, as most species found 
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under spotlighthere aren’t found anywhere else, 
the loss of Australian species is a 
loss for the whole world. The habitat 
destruction and alteration, invasive 
species and altered fire regimes, that 
have occurred as a result of our use 
of the land, are the major factors in 
driving Australia’s shocking extinction 
record,” the report says.
It is not just the obvious impacts 
of climate change like rising 
temperatures and declining rainfall 
that are important, the report 
highlights. “The early signs are that 
climate change is likely to make all of 
the existing threats to species worse.” 
Australia is under particular threat 
because of the patchwork nature 
of its wildlife. Climate change may 
mean more frequent and hotter wild 
fires, reduced connectivity between 
already fragmented habitats and 
the expansion of invasive species, 
like cane toads. As humans respond 
to changes in climate, agricultural Rocked: The threat to several species of rock wallabies endemic to Australia is highlighted in 
a new WWF report. (Picture: Tobias Bernhard/OSF.)
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ists. (Picture: Richard McDowell/Alamy.)expansion into parts of Australia, such 
as the northern savannahs, which are 
predicted to have more rainfall, will 
mean old threats to species in new 
places.
Australia’s current protected area 
network (national parks and nature 
reserves) is currently not large 
or connected enough to protect 
threatened species, the report says. 
“Climate change will render some 
habitats unsuitable for species 
that used them before. If species 
have any chance of persisting in an 
environment that is already severely 
degraded, “we have to make sure they 
have homes to go to and this means 
a comprehensive, adequate and 
representative reserve system.”
The report flags up several species 
under threat across the continent. 
The distribution of the greater bilby, 
a nocturnal burrowing animal, once 
spanned much of mainland Australia. 
Since European settlement and 
the introduction of foxes, rabbits 
and feral cats, the species is now 
restricted to smaller patches across 
western and central Australia and 
is classified as vulnerable by the 
Australian government and the World 
Conservation Union.While the bilby might be a timid 
nocturnal animal unknown to many 
people, the raucous cockatoos cannot 
fail to grab attention. The Carnaby’s 
black cockatoo, found in Western 
Australia, depends on both breeding 
sites and nearby feeding habitat in the 
wheatbelt, and other feeding habitats 
on the wetter coastal plain where it 
spends summers and autumn months. 
But most of its critical habitat in the 
wheatbelt has been cleared, and 
coastal plain feeding habitat continues 
to be cleared for urban and industrial 
development.
The birds need large hollows in 
old eucalyptus trees to breed where 
they raise just a single chick per year. 
These breeding sites can be used for 
many years but, as invasive species 
such corellas, galahs, and feral bees 
also now compete for such nest holes, 
breeding potential is increasingly 
limited.
“A breeding population of 
Carnaby’s black cockatoos that has 
been monitored in one region of 
Western Australia has declined by 
50 per cent since 1969. This decline 
has been mostly attributed to loss 
of habitat. If populations continue 
to decline because of habitat fragmentation, it is unlikely they will 
be robust enough to withstand the 
potential negative effects of climate 
change,” the report says.
The report also highlights the plight 
of hare wallabies, once common 
across Australia, but over the past 
60 years the distribution of the six 
species has declined severely. The 
report also considers the four species 
of quolls, small marsupial carnivores 
native to Australia and known to have 
evolved under circumstances where 
they have benefited from the land 
practices of indigenous Australians. 
Patchy burning of grasslands creates 
a mosaic of plant communities at 
varying successional stages, which 
supports more species than a more 
uniform habitat, the report says.
But perhaps one of the most 
dramatic concerns surrounds 
rock wallabies. Fifteen species 
and a further eight subspecies are 
recognised. The main threatening 
processes, as with so many other 
Australian species, include reduced 
vegetation, introduced predators, 
introduced competitors, droughts 
and changes in the fire regime. The 
country faces a major challenge to 
stem these declines.
